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out of ten pillars of its verandah had to be replaced by new stone
masonry columns of matching patterns and design.

The earliest dated Hindu temple of stone masonry yet discovered
in western India is the temple of Meguti of the early Chalukyan
style at Aihole in the Bijapur district, bearing an inscription of
King Pulakesin II in the Saka year 556 (A.K 634-5). The most
important earlier temples at Aihole and others of the same period
have been preserved against decay. A series of temples of the later
Chalukyan period, each with its definite individualistic features
more or less intact, is under protection in the Kanarese districts of
Dharwar and Bijapur.

Other Hindu remains which are conserved are the temples in
the Maharashtra country of the Bombay Presidency, none being
prior to the tenth century; the most important are those at Sinnar
(Nasik district), Balsana (Khandesh district) and a fine temple of
Ambarnath (Thana district).

Certain palaces and citadels of the Maratha hero Sivaji (1627-
1680) and his brilliant successors the Peshwas (1714-1818) are also
protected. In the heart of the city of Poona the Shanwarwada
Palace, built between 1730 and 1732 by the Second Peshwa, Bajirao
Ballal, is now receiving concentrated archaeological attention. The
most famous of Sivaji's forts is at Rayagadh in Kolaba district.
These forts have a value as illustrating the style of military archi-
tecture in the seventeenth century.

At the time of the architectural development of the western
Chalukya empire in the south, another branch was promoting
similar activity in the Gujarat and Kathiawar regions in the north.
The products in the form of temples and tanks of the activity of
the northern Chalukyas ruling between the eleventh and thirteenth
centuries now pass under such distinguishing labels as the Indo-
Aryan architecture of Gujarat, the Jain style of architecture in